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The President's Desk  

Greeting to all the GGS  members.  I first want 

to introduce myself to those who do not know 

me. My name is Nancy Peterson and I was 

elected President of the Georgia Gourd Society 

at our Newnan show in July.  

    In my first venture into gourding, about ten 

years ago, I painted and carved all of my pieces. 

I enjoyed it but wanted to learn other tech -

niques. My first self -taught technique was a pine 

needle rim on a small bowl. I gathered pine 

needles from my yard in Texas and used heavy 

thread to put them on. Definitely not my best 

effort. I needed to have someone show me what 

I was doing wrong.  

    That opportunity did not arise until my hus -

band and I moved to Marietta, GA. At my first 

gourd class, I had the opportunity to meet 

Charlotte Durrence. She taught how to use a 

Dremel to carve a design, color it using dyes and 

put a rim on the gourd. I was hooked!  

    It was at this class that I learned about the 

GGS and a few months later I attended my first 

GGS Show in Albany and began my journey to 

learn as many techniques as I could. Through 

this and other gourd activities, I have made 

some wonderful friends and learned from gourd 

artists from around the country. I have had the 

opportunity to watch the GGS grow and have 

benefited from the classes, to buying gourd 

supplies, and to learn more about gourds as fine 

art. 

     The GGS show has been my favorite learning 

opportunity. Each of the GGS shows have been 

wonderful events and have helped our 

membership grow. At the GGS show you notice 

lots of hugs and hearty handshakes as members 

and friends greet each other. Though we live far 

apart many members maintain close friendships 

by email and phone calls. The GGS is a very 

friendly group.  

    Putting on a show of this size takes lots of 

work and planning. It is refreshing to find so 

many volunteers willing to contribute time and 

talent to give Georgia a show to be proud of. 

Continued on page 3 
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 Membership Meeting  

Georgia Gourd Society  
July 12, 2008 

Coweta County Fairgrounds  
The membership meeting of the Georgia 

Gourd Society was called to order by Terri 

Collins , Vice President, at 6:20 p.m. There 

were 23 members present. 

   The minutes were approved as printed in 

the newsletter. 

Kathy James, Treasurer, reported a balance 

of $8,186.99 

Bob James, Membership Chairman, reported 

that we presently have 160 memberships 

representing approximately 220 members. 

Several people joined at the show and 

would be added to the membership list.  

Kathy James, Constitutional Revisions Com-

mittee Chairman , explained the changes the 

committee feels is necessary to file for tax 

exempt status and a few grammatical errors 

the committee would like to see changed. 

The membership received the suggested 

changes 30 days prior to the vote. 

Kathy James, Budget Committee, explained 

that because we changed the fiscal year, it 

was necessary to make a small budget for 

the five months before the new year begins. 

A copy of this mini -budget has been avail-

able for each member to read. 

Old Business: None 

New Business: Kathy James made a motion 

from the Constitutional Revisions Commit -

tee stating the revised Bylaws be approved 

as read to replace our existing Constitution 

& By Laws. 

    Kathy James made a motion from the 

Budget Committee to approve the proposed 

mini -budget covering the months between 

August 1, 2008 and December 31, 2008. The 

motion passed. 

   The Nominating Committee made a 

motion to accept Nancy Peterson as Presi-

dent to fill the empty presidency slot. The 

motion passed.  

Announcements: Terri Collins announced 

that Judi Besier's brother donated several 

large banners to GGS and thanks Judi for 

taking care of ordering them.  

   Nancy Peterson, as the new President, 

announced that she will try to organize a 

GGS board meeting for the near future. 

 The meeting was adjourned at 6:15. 

Charlotte Durrence, Secretary 

Continued from page 2 

    Under the leadership of Terri Collins, the 

competition continues to draw visitors from 

several states as well as our own great Georgia 

artists. The Novice Division offers some  very 

fine and amazing work. The  Masters Division 

offers  an opportunity to see some truly excep-

tional pieces. 

    The purpose of our show is to share our 

knowledge of gourds to members and visitors. 

This is done by the many classes and demon-

strations during the show. The classes, compe-

tition and vendor supplies draw new members 

and encourage members to try new techniques. 

    I hope to give my best efforts to the GGS to 

continue to improve an outstanding organiza-

tion. For the 2008-2009 year, I hope to  continue 

to help our gourd show grow and encourage 

more educational opportunities for introducing 

more individuals to the gourd world.  

    Another goal is to encourage new gourd 

patches. In 2006, we had three patches and we 

now have six with three more in the planning 

stages. 

    Please do not hesitate to contact one of the 

Officers or Board Members with questions, 

comments or offers to become more involved. 

Let us hear from you.  Make this the year you 

become more involved. Plan to attend your lo-

cal patch. Join more than one patch or start 

your own. We will help you to get started!  

     Get involved!  



 

 

IN MEMORIUM 
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A Memorial to Faye Davis  

(1937-2008) 

     As I sit down to write this memorial to 

Faye, so many things pop into my head that 

could be said about her. Her death has 

touched many, but her life encouraged so 

ÔÈÕàɯÔÖÙÌɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌȭɯ2ÖȱɯÛÏÐÚɯÐÚɯÍÖÙɯàÖÜɯÔàɯ

good gourd friend!  

     Faye joined the Georgia Gourd Society 

along with her husband, John, in September 

of 1998, just a few months after it was 

organized. Over the years she served in 

many ways to help the society. Her role was 

never as a leader but as someone willing to 

do whatever was needed at the time. She 

volunteered on many committees, taught 

classes, cooked food, helped with mailing 

the newsletters, encouraged new members 

and was generally willing to do anything 

asked of her. 

     Her talents were great as an artist. She 

was the ultimate perfectionist and it showed 

in her work. Her Florida Birdhouse Gourd 

won an award in a national contest and was 

published in a book of birdhouses. She won 

numerous awards at gourd shows with her 

talents. Her gourds have been displayed at 

the Gallery at Callaway Gardens, at the 

Effingham Public Library and at many 

garden events. 

     Faye and I co-sponsored the Gourd 

Retreat-Southern Style. Her talents with 

numbers and record keeping made this 

event the success it is. We host people from 

all over the US and Canada. The 

participants of this event will truly miss her 

welcoming smile.  

     Faye and I traveled all over the country 

attending many of the gourd shows. She 

helped  me teach classes and encourage new 

students. Her love for people showed in her 

attitude and her patience. Together we 

taught several classes at the National Society 

of Decorative Painters conventions. She 

helped with teaching classes for children 

and senior citizens. 

     It is with great sadness that I say "GOOD 

BYE" to Faye. Her most recent journey has 

taken her to heaven where the gourds are 

already cleaned and perfectly shaped. 

     Hopefully, we will meet her there one 

day. 

~Charlotte Durrence 

     

Leo Teague 

June 22, 2008 

 
Mr. Leo Teague, of Gray, Georgia, 

passed away on June 22, 2008. 

Mr. Teague was a member of many 

associations one being the Georgia 

Gourd Society. He was one of the first 

to join the Georgia Gourd Society in 

1998. He served as a Director in 2003, 

2004 and 2005.  

He also had a great fondness for his 

gourds  and took much pride in them.  

The Georgia Gourd Society has lost  a 

good friend and member.  



 

 

 

     5 

GGS 2008 6th Annual Show,  

Bigger and Better!  

This letter was written by Barbara Schmader, 

Valdosta, Georgia, with her views on the GGS 

Show this year. 

"I grew up in Albany, Georgia, so I am 

familiar with gourds. My father and uncles 

used to make bird nests from them. I 

thought that was all gourds were good for"  

That statement from Quin Bryan of 

Peachtree City, is all too common outside 

the world of 'gourd art'.  

Quin had volunteered to help his Boy Scout 

Troop with their refreshment stand at the 

Georgia Gourd Show. He went into the AG 

building at the Coweta County Fairgrounds 

and there he saw the gourd grower vendors 

and was amazed at the array of gourds they 

had in every size and shape. These were 

more than 'bird nest' gourds.  

Quin was definitely not ready for the treat 

that awaited him at the other end of the 

building. He had studied art in college so 

was not a newcomer to fine art exhibits. But, 

he was not prepared to see fine art on a 

gourd. "The detail and color, the intricate 

work was amazing. I'm negotiating with an 

artist for one special piece which I hope to 

buy for my wife," he said.  

My late husband was a fine artist and I, too, 

have attended many art exhibits and I also 

have attended many gourd shows and I can 

truthfully say that the work at the Georgia 

Gourd Show is far superior to any I have 

ever seen. I think the thing I noticed most is 

the originality, i.e., you will not see these or 

even anything similar in the gourd books 

available today. I 'dabble' in gourd art but I 

usually copy something I've seen in a book  

or a variation on it. Even then, it is not 

competition quality. The Georgia Show 

pieces would look fine even in the Louvre.  

I attended the Georgia Show in 2007 and 

could not believe the quality and the 

originality of the work, so I was anxious to 

see what 2008 would bring. I was not 

disappointed. The work was all new. No 

copies from last year. Most of the artists 

were repeats but their work was all new.  

Once again Lorraine Show won "Best of 

Show" with a massive piece depicting 

frames with birds, surrounded by flowers 

and greenery and capped off with 

outstanding decorative cord work on the 

neck. Lots of offsets and insets added depth 

and brought the piece to life.  

Continued page 6 



 

 

 

Continued from page 5 

Terri Camp's whimsical pieces again put a 

smile on everyone's face. From her old man, 

ala a maranka gourd, Cinderella's Coach 

and Mother Goose to her "Gone With The 

Wind" and World Globe, she gave us reason 

to wonder how she can top these next year  

but we are sure she will. We also wonder 

what goes on in her mind as she thinks up 

these unique designs. 

Two Peruvian gourd artists were at the 

show and fascinated everyone with the 

intricate work done with primitive tools. 

Percy Medina's World Globe won the 

"People's Choice Award". The detail and 

quality of this work was mind boggling as 

was his "Noah's Ark" on a large curly dipper 

gourd.  

The Georgia Show attracted artists not only 

from Georgia but also from Florida, 

Maryland, Alabama, Mississippi and 

Missouri. Bill Decker, from Missouri, has 

won admirers for his accurate depiction of 

birds, an eagle in 2007 and a crow this year. 

Who would have though a crow could be so 

beautiful. Bert Petrie, also from Missouri, 

was a multiple winner with his outstanding 

work.  

Space prevents me from covering the entire 

exhibit. That is not to say there weren't 

equally impressive pieces. Judi Besier won 

six blue ribbons and several reds. Sandy 

Taylor was another multiple winner as was 

Pudden Watkins and Reggie Eakin and 

others. 

Bob James, President of AGS, can be proud 

of his home state "gourders' for their ability 

to host a high caliber show. We would be 

remiss if we didn't mention Kathy James, his 

wife and a member of the Georgia Gourd 
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Society, for her contributions to the gourd 

world. She has brought many new 

techniques to gourding by her research and 

study of art forms from Oriental and 

European countries. She translates these art 

forms to the gourd and designs necessary 

equipment and tutorials to help gourders 

use them. Georgia is fortunate to have a 

plethora of talented gourd artist and 

growers who provide us with top quality 

gourds for our 'canvasses'. 

Even though there are hundreds or maybe 

thousands of gourd artists in the U.S., there 

are many more Quin Bryans who think 

gourds make 'good bird nests'. We need to 

go "out" and teach them about this unique 

art forum. There are many ways each of us 

can do this. A few suggestions follows.  

If there are art shows or craft shows in your 

area, enter your best and most interesting 

piece. Even if you don't win, people will see 

it.  

Go to the public library and ask if you can 

do a display of gourds. Pick a theme, i.e., 

Easter, Fall, animals, storybook characters or 

decorative pieces. Be sure to include some 

raw gourds.  

Approach businesses and offer to put a 

display in their windows or reception 

rooms. Volunteer to do a gourd presentation 

at a community or civic meeting. Program 

chairmen are always looking for different 

and interesting programs.  

Donate a piece of your work to a Church 

Bazaar or other civic function, especially if 

they offer door prizes.  

These are just a few ways to educate people 

about the wonder world of gourd art. With 

education comes better attendance at gourd 

shows.  
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Free Gourds  
All Unwashed Gourds on Sale  

Buy 1é. Get 1 FREE (of same value) 

Thousands of gourds to choose from.  

No limit. Nothing held back. These gourds 
have been stored under shelter and I will 

need the space to store this year's crop.  

For Pickup At My Farm  

Sale beginséé.. Sept. 18, 2008 

Sale ends éé.. Sept. 28, 2008 

B & B Gourds  
Barry & Beth Zettler  

1092 Stillwell Road  

Springfield, GA 31329  

Telð912-754-3539 

Email -zett@windstream.net  



 

 

 

8 


