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 The Presidentôs Column 

    Our upcoming 8th Georgia Gourd Show Theme is the òSpirit of Gourds.ó  Iõd like to suggest that the best 
expression of that Spirit is òGiving.ó  The gourd gives us its beauty and inspiration, we give our skills, and the 
viewer is given an experience of joy, laughter, inspiration, and awe.  
     From the time we were children most of us have been taught that òit is better to give than to receiveó.  As 
Iõve moved through life from child to senior citizen, Iõve found this idea to be a solid principle for human 
behavior.  Life is a richer experience when we share instead of take.  A òwhatõs in it for meó behavior is dry, 
lifeless, and lonely. 
     Let me encourage you to share your talents and time over the next few months to participate in the prepara-
tions for our 2010 Gourd show.  The show provides opportunities for everyone: excellent classes, an ArtBiz 
workshop, demonstrations, three gourd competition divisions, as well as competition for photographs, gourd 
representations, and tutorials.  On Saturday bring your gourds projects, ideas, and problems to a Statewide 
Show & Tell at 2:00 PM.   
      The gourd show is expensive.  We depend on our vendors, donations, and auctions to cover our costs.  
Please support the vendors who support our show, both when you need supplies and during the show.  Please 
support the vendors who support the Georgia Gourd Society. 
     The Hotlanta patch always has a sales table where all of the receipts go to cover the Show costs.  Coastal 
Gourds always clean and cut gourds for sale from which the receipts go to cover the show costs.  This year 
òGeechee Gourdersó and òO My Gourdó patches are preparing the table decorations for later sale to cover our 
costs.  
     Get involved by contacting: Sandra Hutchins and Jan Cash-Publicity, Ellen Tatum and Pat Fitzgerald-
Donations, Judy Shumake and Billie Strickland-Welcome Desk, Judi Purvis,and Troy Tatum-Vendor Set-up and 
Show & Tell, Charlotte Durrence-Competitions, Tina Norford-Workshops, Reggie Eakin-Dinner and Break 
area.  
     We need you. Without the annual show we miss the opportunity of the sharegiving and receiving. 
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SUPPORT YOUR GGS WITH ENTRIES 

I want to encourage each of you to participate in the competition at our gourd show this year.    It is not just to take 

home ribbons.  The competition area is the reason we get local people in to see the show.  It is from these locals or visi-

tors that we grow our next membership. 

     Each of you can do something well enough to enter into the competition.  You may feel like you canôt compete, but 

everything you do is interesting to someone else.  I love to see the ideas that people come up with and the new tech-

niques that are used.  I once saw a gourd that had a zipper in it.  Now...thatôs creative!!!  So please, pull out those 

gourds that you have done, decide which category they will fit into and bring them to the show.  If you cannot come to 

the show, ask a friend to take them for you.  We NEED YOUR help with this.  If you have children or grandchildren , 

encourage them to make a gourd.        

     The competition at the Georgia show equals that in any state.  We are proud of our talents and we want all of you to 

join in to make the show a bigger and better event. This year we have enough Divisions that each of you can find your 

comfort area and compete. 

     PLEASE, consider what I have said and decide to help us out. 

                                                                                                                Charlotte Durrence --- Competition Coordinator 
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 Executive Board 

Reggie Eakin 

President 

912-685-5134 

southerngourds@gmail. 

 

Ellen Tatum 

Vice President 

EWTatum@bellsouth.net 

770-229-05530 

Sandy McGurn 

Secretary 

912-562-3118 

basketkase@aol.com 

Tina Norford  

Treasurer 

912-756-8130 

sandtnorford@yahoo.com 

Bob James 

Membership 

229-420-9982 

doublelift@aol.com 

Sandra Hutchins 

Editor  

770-476-1389 

thebloomingourd@comcast.net 

DIRECTORS  

Billie Strickland  

912-739-3396 

mimibillie@wmconnect.com 

Elly Groover  

770-471-7923 

LJGroover@mindspring.com 

Judy Shumake 

770-466-6407 

jgshumake@comcast.com 

Hudi Sandgren  

770-513-8823 

hudijay@netzero 

Nancy Peterson 

jmpeterson2@bellsouth.net 

770-435-0051 

Louise Horesovsky  

lightglow@atlantic.net  

 

Meet )ÜËÐɯ!ÌÚÐÌÙɀÚɯfriend, Goosy!  

Judi is a member of The Coastal Gourd Sprouts 

in Savannah.  She  is a blue ribbon award win-

ner many times over in many categories and 

continues to enter her unique pieces in the GGS 

Show competition.  

She has been working with gourds for a long 

time and has a very creative mind when coming 

up with projects to do.   

Come to the show in Perry and see what she has 

come up with this year!  

 

Look into the 

eyes of the Spirits 

of Gourds and you 

will  feel the 

gourd spirit 

entering into you.  


