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Presidentôs Column 

Autumn leaves, Thanksgiving displays, and Christmas cheer always go bet-

ter with gourds.  I suspect that we are all busy creating treasures by paint-

ing, cutting, cleaning, selling, and giving gourds.  The GGS continues to 

grow with new beginnings and transitions.  We elected some new officers 

which brings me into state office as the GGS president.   

(ɯÊÈÕɀÛɯÙÌ×ÓÈÊÌɯ-ÈÕÊàȭɯɯ4ÕËÌÙɯÏÌÙɯÓÌÈËÌÙÚÏÐ×ɯÞÌɯÎÙÌÞɯÕÌÞɯ×ÈÛÊÏÌÚɯÈÕËɯ

moved the show to Perry.  Even though she faces some huge health chal-

lenges, she will still be active as a director for the GGS.  The GGS is full of 

sacrifices to pass along the knowledge and love of our art.  We cherish creat-

ing, caring, and eating (I love eating at the patch meetings). The only thing 

that the gourd heads do better than art is cooking. 

The GGS officers are working on several areas: 

The 2010 Georgia Gourd Show will be held in Perry again on July 30, 31, 

and August 1.  Please mark your calendars.  Many members hoped to move 

ÛÏÌɯÚÏÖÞɯÛÖɯ.ÊÛÖÉÌÙɯÉÜÛɯÛÏÌɯ/ÌÙÙàɯ%ÈÐÙɯËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÙÌÕÛɯÖÜÛɯÈÕàɯÖÍɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÍÈÊÐÓÐÛÐÌÚɯ

in October.  We are revising the categories and classifications for 2010 and 

we should be finished by the end of 2009. 

The Georgia National Fair Fine Arts coordinator is interested in hosting a 

gourd competition for the 2010 Fair.  Ellen Tatum will head up this effort.    

We are working on a 2010 budget which may need to be ratified by the 

membership over the internet.  We do not have another membership meet-

ing planned before the end of this year.   

We hope to build closer ties to all of the Georgia patches and grow new 

ÔÌÔÉÌÙÚȭɯɯ(ɀÝÌɯÉÌÌÕɯÌßÛÙÌÔÌÓàɯÓÜÊÒàɯÛÏÈÛɯ(ɯÞÈÚɯÛÈÒÌÕɯÜÕËÌÙɯÛÏÌɯÞÐÕÎÚɯÖÍɯ

Charlotte Durrence and the Coastal Gourd Patch.  Most of you have good 

friends and teachers who have graciously shared what they know.  So take a 

new artist under your wing.  I hope to visit with as many patches as I can to 

learn from you all.  

Happy Thanksgiving, New Year, Hanukkah, and Christmas. Hang a gourd 

and light a candle for peace and good will ~  

Best Wishes, 

                                   Reggie  
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Georgia Gourd Society 
Board Meeting Minutes 

October 3, 2009  

High Falls State Park 

The meeting was called to order by Nancy 

Peterson, President, at 10:30 am. 

     There were 10 board members present. 

     The minutes were printed in the recent 

newsletter and were approved as written.  

     Kathy James, Treasurer, reported a balance of 

$12,636.83.  She reported that Jackie Briggs will 

conduct an audit, as stated in our by-laws, on 

Wednesday, October 14, 2009. 

     Several members reported from their 

respective patches. We now have 10 active 

patches in Georgia.  It was decided that we need 

a person as Patch Coordinator. 

     Nancy Peterson, President, thanked everyone 

who had any part in the GGS Gourd Show in 

Perry. 

     There was no old business. 

New Business: 

     It was suggested that we ask the Georgia 

State Fair Committee to add a section in their 

competition for gourds.  Ellen Tatum was 

selected to chair this committee.  The vote 

passed. 

     Nancy explained that the officers had been 

ÎÐÝÌÕɯ 1ÖÉÌÙÛɀÚɯ 1ÜÓÌÚɯ ÖÍɯ .ÙËÌÙɯ ÉÖÖÒÚɯ ÞÏÌÕɯ

elected and reminded the officers to pass these 

along to the new officers. 

     The GGS Gourd Show summary from co-

chair, Nancy Peterson, was handed out for 

members to read.  It was discussed at length.  A 

paper was passed around for people to sign up 

for committees at the next GGS Gourd Show. 

     Competition changes for the GGS Gourd 

Show was discussed and it was announced that 

a meeting following the membership meeting 

would be held to discuss the changes in the 

competition.  Anyone interested can attend . 

     With no further business, the meeting was 

adjourned at 11:40 am. 

Charlotte Durrence  

Secretary 

Recognized by the Canadian Martin Purple Assn.  

As The Official Gourd Supplier of Canada  

Make Your Plans Now  

July 30 ïAugust, 2010 
Georgia National Fairgrounds 

Georgia Building 

Perry, Georgia 
 

Check the GGS website, georgiagourdsociety.com 

for further information.  The web site will be up-

dated during the year for any changes in the 

show. 
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Executive Board 

Reggie Eakin 

President 

912-685-5134 

southerngourds@gmail. 

 

Ellen Tatum 

Vice President 

EWTatum@bellsouth.net 

770-229-05530 

Sandy McGurn 

Secretary 

912-562-3118 

basketkase@aol.com 

Tina Norford  

Treasurer 

912-756-8130 

sandtnorford@yahoo.com 

Bob James 

Membership  

229-420-9982 

doublelift@aol.com 

Sandra Hutchins 

Editor  

770-476-1389 

thebloomingourd@comcast.net 

DIRECTORS  

Billie Strickland  

912-739-3396 

mimibillie@wmconnect.com  

Elly Groover  

770-471-7923 

LJGroover@mindspring.com 

Judy Shumake 

770-466-6407 

jgshumake@comcast.com 

Hudi Sandgren  

770-513-8823 

hudijay@netzero 

Nancy Peterson 

jmpeterson2@bellsouth.net 

770-435-0051 

Louise Horesovsky  

lightglow@atlantic.net  

 

 

 

 

Annual Dues Reminder 

 

Your Georgia Gourd Society member-

ship dues are due in January. Our mem-

bership runs from January to January. 

If you paid your last years dues some-

time other than January, you will still 

have dues  to pay in January.  
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$ËÐÛÖÙɀÚɯ"ÖÔÔÌÕÛÚ 

Congratulations and Welcome to our new Presi -

dent, Reggie Eakins, and the new members to 

the Board of Executives. 

Reggie is also the Co-Chairman of the 2010 GGS 

Gourd Show and has been working hard getting 

things into motion concerning the 2010 show. 

Troy Tatum has been named the second Co-

Chair. 

Our GGS Gourd Show continues to grow each 

year and we are gaining a reputation as one of 

the best gourd shows in the country. We all 

need to volunteer and help in any way that we 

can so that we will  be the  best gourd show.  

Nancy Peterson, our outgoing President, gave so 

much of her time and effort to making the 

Georgia Gourd Society a better society and to 

her we say, thank you. 

Nancy and Terri Collins, Co -Chairs of the 2009 

and 2010 shows, did outstanding jobs in making 

the show bigger and better and our thanks goes  

to them, too.                                           

The goal of the Georgia Gourd Society is, and 

has always been, to educate and help other 

gourders. I would like to start a new article, a 

continuing article,  in the !ÓÖÖÔÐÕɀɯ&ÖÜÙËɯ for 

tips, web sites, etc. that would help all of the 

members. The only problem I have with this is 

that I need people, the GGS members, to help 

me by sending in your tips.  

Each of us who work on gourds has found some 

way that has helped with their gourd work. 

/ÓÌÈÚÌȮɯÓÌÛɀÚɯÚÌÌɯÐÍɯÞÌɯÊÈÕɯÏÌÓ×ɯÖÛÏÌÙÚɯÉàɯÚÌÕËÐÕÎɯ

the tips to me at thebloomingourd@comcast.net.. 

I have found a great web site that has a Divi-

ÚÐÖÕÈÓɯ"ÈÓÊÜÓÈÛÖÙȭɯ'ÌÙÌɀÚɯÞÏÈÛɯÐÛɯÚÈàÚȯɯɯɯ  

What Is It?  

If you are a carpenter or a woodworker (or a 

gourd artist), you have probably needed to 

divide a particular length into a certain number 

of equal segments. Simple enough, right?    

Well  this program takes that one step further. 

It not only does the simple division for you, but 

also tells you where your marks are.     
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Simply Superb Sanding  

Irregularly -shaped gourds may have concave 

surfaces and tiny indentations that are difficult 

to sand smooth. However, it's easy to make 

simple sanding tools at home! Glue a piece of 

fine-grit sandpaper (220-grit or finer) to the 

back of an old spoon to sand large concave 

areas or hard-to-reach curves. This is especially 

useful for sanding inside a gourd with a long, 

thin neck to create a smooth inner surface. To 

sand smaller indentations, try wrap ping your 

sandpaper around a wooden pencil, or around 

the tapered end of a disposable chopstick. 

You'll be able to sand even tricky surfaces to 

create a smooth, uniform finish on your gourd!  

This tip came from the California Gourds 

Gourdzette. 

 

For example, a length of 9 feet 3 inches di-

vided into 3 equal segments would result in 

marks at 0, 3'1", 6'2" and 9'3". That's what this 

thing does, gets you a list of the marks. 

The site name is divcalc.zip ÈÕËɯÐÛɀÚɯÍÙÌÌÞÈÙÌȭɯ

mailto:thebloominggourd@comcast.net?subject=thebloomingourd@comcast.net
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